Basic Night Sky Photography in
Shenandoah National Park Seminar

Saturday, August 19, 2023
3:30 p.m. —10:30 p.m.

The following information and seminar agenda will help you plan your day.

e Who should attend? If you have ever wanted to photograph the night sky at Shenandoah National Park
(SNP) this seminar will teach you the basics and then allow you to put them into practice under the
glorious skies at Big Meadows. It is highly recommended that you book a room at Big Meadows
www.goshenandoah.com/lodging as we will be out under the stars late at night.

e When? The seminar will begin at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 19 in the Massanutten Room, lower
level of the Big Meadows Lodge, mile 51.2 on Skyline Drive. Please plan to arrive between 3:00 —
3:30 p.m. to get checked in so the class can start on time. The seminar will break for dinner at 6:30
p.m. and reconvene in the Big Meadows-Rapidan Gate parking lot at 8:30 p.m. Visit
https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/directions.htm for directions to the park and entrance fee
rates.

e What to bring? Red/White LED headlamp, collapsable camera tripod for use with your photographic
set up, your camera(s) and lens(es) - DSLR and Mirrorless cameras are HIGHLY recommended, a
backpack or camera bag to carry your camera gear and tripod, shutter/cable release, extra camera
batteries, sufficient digital storage or film (ISO 3200 for film), binoculars if you have them, folding
chair (check to make sure that you can easily access your camera on its tripod using the chair) and a
blanket/mat to put your camera backpack/bag on instead of wet grass.

e What to know? To get the maximum benefit from this seminar you need to know the basic operation
of your camera, lenses, and equipment before attending. Bring your User’s Manual(s) with you for
reference. At a minimum you need to know how to manually focus, change exposure setting in manual
mode, turn off flash, set white balance-1SO-Image file, change lenses and attach your camera to your
tripod. We’ll be doing this in the classroom and in the field.

¢ What to wear? We will be outside at night for several hours so dress appropriately. As we will in a
grassy area, be aware of ticks, so long pants, closed-toe shoes and insect repellent are recommended.

e Where to go? We will start at the Massanutten Room at Big Meadows Lodge for classroom
instruction. Dinner will be on your own. The astrophotography session will be at the Big Meadow-
Rapidan Gate parking lot just across Skyline Drive from the Byrd Visitor Center. You will need to
provide your own transportation.

e Instructor? Greg Redfern is an astrophotographer who has been photographing the skies of SNP for
decades. For seven seasons he has been supporting SNP with space lectures and stargazing sessions
https://www.goshenandoah.com/activities-events/astronomy/space. His astropics have been published
by NPS SNP and SNPA, as well as a host of social media outlets and in the media. He is the author of
Cruise Ship Astronomy and Astrophotography and Astrophotography is Easy - Basics for Beginners,
both published by Springer Astronomy. Copies of Astrophotography is Easy and his SNP astropics are



https://www.goshenandoah.com/lodging
https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/directions.htm
https://www.goshenandoah.com/activities-events/astronomy/space

available for purchase at the Big Meadows Visitor Center from SNPA.

e Rain Date? In case the course is canceled due to bad weather, the rain date for this course will be
Friday, September 8, 2023. If you register for the August date, and the program has to be held in
September, each person registered will have the option for a refund as long as they request it at least 7
days of the date (by September 1).

Seminar Agenda

3:00 - 3:30 p.m. Meet at the Big Meadows Lodge Massanutten Room and sign in

3:30 - 3:45 p.m. Welcome, introductions, schedule, logistics for the day (restrooms, dinner,
travel, etc)

3:45-6:30 p.m. Astrophotography Basics and how to photograph the night sky with any camera.
6:30 - 8:10 p.m. Break for dinner

8:30-10:30 p.m.  Astrophotography session will be at the Big Meadow-Rapidan Gate parking
lot just across Skyline Drive from the Byrd Visitor Center.



