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Shenandoah National Park Announces Additional Modifications 

To Operations To Implement Local Health Guidance 
 

Luray, Virginia – Shenandoah National Park, in response to guidance from the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Virginia Department of Health, is announcing 

additional modifications to operations to support federal, state, and local efforts to slow the 

spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19).   
 

As of March 26, 2020, Shenandoah National Park will offer very limited services outside those 

that support visitor or resource protection. The following services and operations will be 

suspended in order to be consistent with the Virginia State Parks:  

• All restrooms are closed. 

• The backcountry is closed to overnight camping through April 30. There is no overnight 

camping in the park at this time. 

This is a rapidly evolving situation.  As a reminder, these operational changes have already been 

implemented. 

• Appalachian Trail huts, shelters, and cabins are closed. 

• The Old Rag and Whiteoak-Cedar Run circuit hikes are closed.  

• All other park-operated facilities are closed including visitor centers. 

• Albemarle County, the City of Charlottesville, and the Rivanna Water and Sewer 

Authority have closed the recreational area around Sugar Hollow Reservoir. 

• For tentative opening dates of other facilities click 

here: https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/hours.htm 

Concessions-operated facilities will open with operational restrictions: 

• Lewis Mountain Cabins and Campstore will open today with these restrictions: no more 

than 10 people may be inside the campstore at a time. 

• Big Meadows Wayside will open tomorrow, with these restrictions: No prepared food, 

dining room is closed, no more than 10 people may be inside at a time. 
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The health and safety of our visitors, employees, volunteers, and partners at Shenandoah 

National Park is our number one priority. The National Park Service (NPS) is working 

servicewide with federal, state, and local authorities to closely monitor the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We will notify the public when we resume full operations and provide updates on our website 

https://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/conditions.htm and social media channels 

https://www.facebook.com/shenandoahnps/, https://twitter.com/ShenandoahNPS, and 

https://www.instagram.com/shenandoahnps/.  

Outdoor spaces at Shenandoah National Park remain accessible to the public in accordance with 

the latest federal, state, and local health guidance, in addition to entry fees being waived for 

visitors.     
 

The NPS encourages people who choose to visit Shenandoah National Park during this pandemic 

to adhere to guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and state and local 

public health authorities to protect visitors and employees. As services are limited, the NPS urges 

visitors to continue to practice Leave No Trace principles, including pack-in and pack-out, to 

keep outdoor spaces safe and healthy.   

 

Updates about NPS operations will be posted on www.nps.gov/coronavirus. Please check 

with individual parks for specific details about park operations.  
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About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America's 
419 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create 
close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more at www.nps.gov, and on Facebook, Instagram, 
Twitter, and YouTube. 
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