
 

 Painting in the Park Seminar: Nature as a Starting Place 
                           Tuesday, July 25, 2023 
                                    9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

                                 
 

The following information and seminar agenda will help you plan your day. 

 

• When? The seminar will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, July 25 in the Massanutten Room, lower 

level of the Big Meadows Lodge, mile 51.2 on Skyline Drive.  Please plan to arrive between 8:30 – 

9:00 a.m. to get checked in so the class can start on time. Visit 

www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/directions.htm for directions to the park and entrance fee rates. 
 

• What to bring?  You will receive all of the necessary art supplies for the two paintings sessions for 

the day. We will be painting in two locations, and a small tarp (to sit on the ground) or a small folding 

stool would be very helpful. If you own a small French easel, you are more then welcome to bring 

that along. Any art supplies that you feel would be helpful to you, (while painting in oil) on location; 

please feel free to also bring with you. Some drawing paper will be available, but if you have a sketch 

book, you are welcomed to bring that with you. You should also bring your lunch, snacks, and water 

for the day.         
 

• What to wear? There will be some very easy light hiking so wear comfortable walking clothes and 

bring a jacket, sunscreen, raingear, hat, and container for water. As we will be outside in grassy areas, 

be aware of ticks, so long pants, closed-toe shoes and insect repellent are recommended.  

 

• Where to go? We will start at the Massanutten Room at Big Meadows Lodge, have our first painting 

session nearby, then an hour for lunch, and the second painting session will be at the Byrd Visitor 

Center, on the east lawn between the visitor center and Skyline Drive. You will need to provide your 

own transportation and lunch. If you choose not bring your lunch, you may want to go to the Big 

Meadows Wayside and get something from their “grab-and-go” rack (you won’t have enough time to 

set and order at the restaurant). 

 

• Instructor?  This seminar will be given by local artist Kevin Adams.  Kevin was an officer, and 

combat artist for the U.S. Marine Corps, participates in the Arts in Embassy program with the State 

Department, and has been chosen by multiple National Parks for their “Artist in Residency” 

programs; the most recent being Shenandoah National Park. His work is in private collections, 

throughout the United States and all around the world. His studio is in Washington, Virginia.  
 
 

 

Seminar Agenda 

 
  8:30 - 9:00 a.m.  Meet at the Big Meadows Lodge Massanutten Room and sign in  
 

  9:00 - 9:15 a.m.  Welcome, introductions, schedule, logistics for the day (restrooms, lunches, 

 travel, etc) 

 

  9:15 - 10:00 a.m.  Session 1 – Discuss materials, choosing a subject, deciding on composition, 

 maintain purpose and sense of light 

 

10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Break and Travel to Blackrock Summit and paint.  (A short .02 mile walk 

from the Lodge) 
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12:30  – 1:30 p.m. Lunch on your own, and travel to Byrd Visitor Center Parking 

1:30 - 2:00 p.m. Re-group, discuss the steps to start a painting. 

2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Session 2 – Second painting 

4:00 - 4:30 p.m. Conclusion – questions/answers, share work   


